






ENV202/502: Introductory Remote Sensing. Practical Exercise 1

ENV202/502 INTRODUCTORY REMOTE SENSING

Practical Exercise 1 – Literature Search and Discovery

Overview
This practical is designed to introduce students to a variety of online researching methods. This will become important throughout the semester and into further study as students will be required to seek peer reviewed literature to supplement their learning. Students will also learn how to create a literature database of their own for the purpose of storing and documenting literature, as well as formatting complete and accurate citation lists.


Learning Outcomes
After completing this practical, students will be able to: 

1. Search for relevant literature on a set topic using the CDU library search tool;
2. Export citations from a database search tool;
3. Import citations into EndNote;
4. Use EndNote to create in-text citations and a reference list;
5. Summarise and appropriately reference a concept derived from peer-reviewed literature.

Preparation

If you are an external student, you will need to download EndNote from the library website and install it onto your computer. http://libguides.cdu.edu.au/endnote 

Required data
NA

Library tools
The Library has a range of online resources available for student use. These can be accessed externally via the Library website. Most online databases will allow you to save, print and email articles. Summon gives student’s access to many of our subscription databases but you can also search in individual collections i.e.: Science Direct, Web of Science.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The following library websites will be used this exercise: 

Library website http://www.cdu.edu.au/library/

Summon Discovery Tool http://cdu.summon.serialssolutions.com/advanced

Environmental Science LibGuide http://libguides.cdu.edu.au/environment

Referencing http://libguides.cdu.edu.au/cdureferencing


Liaison Librarian Support
The Library offers a range of services and resources to support student success. The Liaison team are available to assist with research and referencing via a Dropin Room at Casuarina Campus. The room is located nears the Loans Desk and is open from 10-1 each day of the week. For external students the online Ask Us email service is available http://www.cdu.edu.au/library/forms/askus.html

You can also get help by emailing the Liaison team library-liaison@cdu.edu.au


Research Scenario

Select a Topic

Option 1: 

In week six of this semester, we will undertake a class field trip to Litchfield National Park. On that day we will practise some field remote sensing skills relevant to vegetation survey in a savannah ecosystem. This first option will require you to start to understand the role of remote sensing in both vegetation survey, and in particular in savannah ecosystems. 

OR

Option 2: 

Towards the end of this semester you will be required to write a summary report on how remote sensing is used to address an environmental issue of your choice. If you have a particular field of interest that you already know about, you can use this topic here to kick start your final project. Note that you can still change your mind later in the semester if you wish.

Some ideas that may interest you are:
· Marine habitat mapping
· Vegetation ecology
· Deforestation
· Minerals / mining
· Natural hazards / disaster management (or a specific hazard, e.g. earthquakes)
· Water quality
· Atmospheric gases
· Fire
· Agriculture and plantations
· Oceanic circulation
· Mangroves


Your task
Watch the ‘Bibliographies made easy’ video available on YouTube via the companion site and follow the steps suggested to create a new EndNote library. You might want to name it remote-sensing or similar.

Using Summon accessed from the Library website, or google scholar, conduct a literature search and identify ten peer reviewed journal articles published in the last five years that are relevant to your chosen topic. To select relevant articles, quickly review the abstract. Follow the in class demonstrations, or watch the YouTube videos linked from Week 1 of the class companion website to assist you with this task.

Once you have found a number of articles of interest, import them into your EndNote library.

Make sure that you save and keep your library, as it will come in very handy for your final assessment item.

Q1. Review the main points from at least three of your most relevant chosen articles, and write a short summary of the use of remote sensing in your application area. This should be a maximum of 300 words. Use EndNote to insert citations and create a reference list (10 points).










Top Tips
1. Study smart and increase your efficiency – choose a topic that you like and keep working with it over the semester;
2. Only import relevant articles into your library, otherwise it will become difficult to search;
3. Link the actual journal article to the library, so that you can quickly view and refer to it;
4. If you are manually inputting references, take care to note the required format, so that your reference list and citations are presented correctly; and 
5. Take time to have a look through the large number of different reference formats that are specific to different disciplines and journals
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